MacKay Clan Courier
EDITION # 86






JUNE 2026
The 2026 Annual Clan Reunion
[image: image1.jpg]Z MAGEKAY z





MacKay Clan Grand Council

Kenneth MacKay, Chieftain

Bob Sutton

Gary Martineck

John MacKay

Mark McCready

Donald Martineck

Debbie MacKay Weaver
Edward MacKay

Jim Sarra

Advisory Board

Cindy Chase


Marilyn Cash

Jerry MacKay

Greg Sutton

Robert MacKay

Michael Bouchard
Christine Sarra

The MacKay Clan Courier has been published since 1968 and will continue only with your support.  It is each family’s responsibility to submit articles. Without these articles, there would be no Clan Courier.  Please do your part to keep this tradition alive!
Dedication
This edition of the Clan Courier is dedicated to all members of the MacKay Clan, wishing all a year of good health and happiness.
Chieftain’s Message
Dear Clan MacKay-

This is the third year in a row that I am in Cork, Ireland as I write this newsletter. Cork is a wonderful small city in the south of Ireland where the sun seems to shine a bit more than the rest of Ireland. Day trips to the beautiful towns of Cobh and Kinsale make it even more worthwhile as a destination.

Leading my study abroad program to the same Irish and Scottish cities never gets boring. There is something illuminating in returning to the same seven or eight places each year. You become acutely aware of the slight changes that have occurred over time, often catching a peek behind the tourist image that each city would like to project to see the underlying forces that have shaped change.

Last week the students and I visited one of the Irish architects who helped me get this study abroad program started 22 years ago. As he was presenting the first building his wife and he designed, he realized that not one of the students were alive at the time to which he was referring. He immediately redirected the presentation to help the students understand what it was like to win a competition, the social and political forces at work at the time of the construction, and the changes that have occurred in the intervening years.

This year there will be something new when I travel to Scotland the first weekend in July. Monica will be

coming over with our daughter Emily and daughter-in-law Jill, they will be joined by granddaughters

Thea and Maggie. I believe that Maggie MacKay, at nine months old, will be the youngest of the MacKay Clan to return to Scotland. Parker and his girlfriend, Meg, will already be in Edinburgh and will be joining us before they travel around Scotland.

Although I love my time in Ireland and Scotland, I always look forward to being back in Buffalo for the

MacKay Clan Reunion. I hope you do too.

I look forward to seeing everyone in early August.
Chieftain Ken MacKay
NEW MEMBERS TO THE CLAN
Margaret Anne (Maggie) MacKay, daughter of Stuart and Jillian MacKay, born September 7, 2025. 
Chase Cameron Bouchard, son of Michael and Michelle Bouchard, born on October 4/2025 to Michael and Michelle Bouchard. First grandchild to Debbie MacKay Weaver!
Harriet Ward, by marriage to Bob Sutton on November 6, 2025.

Capri Rose Gramza, daughter of Carissa and Mark Gramza, born March 2, 2026.
CONGRATULATIONS AND

WELCOME TO THE CLAN MACKAY!!
ANNUAL CLAN MACKAY REUNION
AUGUST 1st AND 2nd, 2026
The reunion will be held Saturday August 1st at 12:00 PM and Sunday August 2nd at Sweeney Hose Fire Hall, 499 Zimmerman St (corner Erie Ave), North Tonawanda, NY 14120. 
You may want to consider bringing a canopy, or some other shade provider, since there is not much shade there. The general consensus was that the canopies worked out quite well the last few years.
The MacKay Golf Tournament will again be held at the location we have been to the past few  years, Greenwood Golf Course, 8499 Northfield Rd., Clarence Center, NY 14032. Please let us know by email or phone by 7/20/25 if you will be playing so we can have sufficient tee times.

We also ask you to contact us by phone or email to let us know how many in your family will be attending the reunion so we can prepare for and have sufficient food and drink. 716 912-4304 or ssarra1044@gmail.com.

We will also have the basket raffle, a fun and successful money raiser in the past. Christopher Martineck will once again be running this. Bring a basket and get a special ticket for a chance to win a unique basket, donated by Christopher. We know his baskets are priceless! 
This year Lisa and Kristen MacKay are taking over the helm for the challenging games that Gary Martineck has run for decades. Certainly a hard act to follow, and we are excited to see what you have in store!
WE HOPE YOU ARE ALL PLANNING ON COMING!!!

Bob Sutton Family

To say last year was a whirlwind is an understatement. Last year I highlighted Dawns passing and the great life together. This year brings new beginnings for memories and history without

ever forgetting the past. This reunion will allow me to introduce my new wife, Harriet Ward Sutton!

The evolution of our relationship started 57 years ago at Frostburg College. Harriet’s first husband, Terry, was a good friend of mine from high school, Terry was the person that introduced me to Dawn and convinced me she was the girl for me. You know the rest of the story. Terry was in our wedding. As for Harriet, when she was a freshman, Dawn and her were dorm mates. Dawn quickly integrated her into college life by setting her up with blind dates that included my fraternity brothers. This was well before Dawn and I became a couple.

Harriet on the other hand did not meet Terry until late in her Senior year. And got married the following year. Dawn and I attended the ceremony.

After the wedding, the Suttons and Wards became very close friends for 56 years that included many trips on cruises, trains, and planes. One notable adventure was to Scotland and the Military Tattoo. The Wards also were regular visitors to our home in Sarasota.

Unfortunately, Terry passed away just over 4 years ago. Harriet continued her visits to Florida; the guest room became a second home. After Dawn passed away in 2024, she asked me if she still could visit. She did and after many discussions and reminiscing, we realized had the same goals for the rest of lives, to live life to the fullest and never forget our history. We are now living our goals.

Our relationship developed very quickly, including me asking her to go steady; when we were visiting Annapolis last August, proposing on September 6, and finally eloping to the courthouse on November 6th to get married. November 8th, we went on a cruise that we planned many months in advance that became our honeymoon.

Besides the development of our relationship, we did have the opportunity to travel. October, we went  with friends to spend a week in San Antonio. June, we ventured to Boulder, Colorado to witness Harriet’s oldest daughter, Erin, renewing her wedding vows. Their first marriage was during Covid. We also had many opportunities to watch Shane’s varsity golf matches and basketball games. We had the pleasure to watch Zach graduate from Cardinal Mooney High school. He is now heading to Indiana (NCAA Football Champs!) to start college.
Gary Martineck Family News
It's amazing that another year has flown by. It's probably because we keep busy trying to fit everything into our schedule. 

Last September I volunteered for the 17th year at the LPGA tournament held in Bentonville. Unfortunately, we had so much rain they were only able to get one full day of golf in. Hopefully the weather will be nicer this year. 

In October Gary met his college buddies for their final golf outing in Tubac AZ. Each year the group was getting smaller due to health reasons and, sadly, deaths. They had been meeting out there for over 20 years and other places before that. After the other guys left for home, I flew out to spend a few days with Gary in Scottsdale. We visited with several friends and relatives. There happened to be a very nice memorial of the US AZ right next to hour hotel. We had visited Pearl Harbor the last time we were in HI.

Carl, Amy, Scott and Dani all came for Thanksgiving. Abby wasn't able to get away. She had to save her vacation for Christmas.  However, we invited Lynn, a dear elderly friend whose husband had recently died. She has no children or other close family so we have "adopted" her. 

In December we were invited to NYC to help our good friends from OH, the Clymers, celebrate their 50th anniversary. We were able to also get together with Abby, Scott and Dani. We went to see Death Becomes Her (very funny) and Archduke (interesting).

The end of December we went to Branson for a couple of nights.  Other than that it was a very quiet Christmas. 

My brother, Gary, came for a visit in early Feb for a visit. It was the first time since shortly after we moved here. We didn't have to worry about keeping him entertained. He just wanted to chill.

A week later we flew to HI, spending one week on Maui and one on Kauai where were joined by the Clymers. We were so fortunate to miss all the rain that fell before and after we were there. They had some terrible flooding.

In March we flew to FL to help welcome Harriet to the Sutton family. We stayed with Jim and Sue and also got to visit with Gary's friend at whose house Gary had his pulmonary embolism attack last year. This was a much less exciting visit this time! We attempted a game of golf at the Sarra's club but got caught in a deluge. 

In April I flew to Dayton for the every-other-year trip to the KY Horse Park with friends. Four days of dressage, cross-country course and stadium jumping. Always exciting.

In between all of that was bowling (I surprisingly won some money at the state tournament this year), golf, bingo, trivia, theater performances and concerts. Gary continues volunteering at Crystal Bridges which just opened their new expansion. We offer free room and board if you ever want to see it. I was asked to fill in on a team going to bowling nationals in Vegas in June. The only good thing about that may be I get to visit some cousins who live there. No moss grows here!

So that it brings me up to date. We are looking forward to seeing everyone in August. We are also curious to see what the MacKay ladies are cooking up for the guessing games this year. 

See you soon.  Bonnie and Gary.

	
	


Christopher Martineck Family News
The phrase of this past year in our house was “dress up.”

Natalle is on schedule to graduate next year from Niagara University.  She is interning with Lawley Insurance this summer – wearing all kinds of great business attire for her power meetings.  She is a year ahead of schedule with some important decisions upcoming.  All involving her approach to law school.

Chase completed her junior year in college, I mean high school.  It was a great swim year.  She was on the medley relay team (swimming the butterfly) that broke a 20-year school record.  So, her name will be on the big board at the pool.  She dressed up for proms and other dances this year.  Yes, that’s a plural on prom. She’ll spend the rest of the summer narrowing the college search while working two jobs, as she saves to buy a car.

Nicholas completed his freshman year at St. Joe’s.  It was neckties nearly every day – with a sport coat thrown in for special events.  He was at school pretty much all day (out of the house before 7am and typically not back until 7pm or later).  That’s because he played JV volleyball in the Fall, Varsity swim in the Winter, and JV baseball in the Spring.  All the while making honor roll.  And now what does he want to do?  Play golf of course.

Lisa and I are doing just fine.  We dress up for dinner at home.

All the best.  See you in August.

Chris, Lisa, Natalle, Chase, Nicholas Martineck

Jim Sarra Family News

Our relaxed retirement lifestyle continues, but I think I better start keeping a diary of what we actually do all year – it’s getting more difficult to remember months later! Of course, our years have much the same sequences – Buffalo, golf, grandkids activities, Adirondacks, family reunions, Florida, golf, repeat. How did we get so lucky?

Last fall, on our way back to Florida, we took a side trip to play at an interesting golf course called Jasna Polana in Princeton, NJ. A real challenge for these 2 aging golfers! Took a tour of the Princeton campus, such a beautiful place. Got over to Asbury Park to see the Stone Pony, Bruce Springsteen’s old stomping grounds. Spent a day in Richmond, VA, visiting several historical sites there. Visited with Mike, Geo and Mozi in Charlotte, always fun. Then a few days in Atlanta, a place we had never been. Time in FL flew by with visits from Chrissy, Jer and the grandkids, Bonnie and Gary, and several other friends. Our spring trip back home included more stops for golf, and another stop with Mike and Geo, celebrating birthdays, their anniversary and Mother’s Day all together! 
We have a fall Rhine river cruise planned in September to celebrate birthdays #75 and 80. Looking forward to that!

See you all in August!
John MacKay Family News

We will not be able to attend the family gathering this summer, but send our regards to all. The John Robert MacKay branch of the family is doing well. This is now two years since John moved to Assisted Living at the Brothers of Mercy Wellness Center in Clarence. I have adjusted to my new apartment in Larkinville and love this area of the city. Spending time with John during the week and seeing our sons and their families keeps me active and happy. Our granddaughter, Penelope, is looking at colleges for graduation in 2027. Audrey, Connor, Molly and Alice are all growing up; it seems quite sudden to me but the numbers don't lie as they say. Audrey is in the Marching Band at Hicksville High School on Long Island. They took fifth place in the state competitions at Syracuse University last year, and will be preparing for the next one all summer. Connor is a vocalist and drummer at the Middle School, and turns 12 when our family is together at Gilbert Lake this summer. Alice is an excellent cheerleader and student, while Molly, who is 13 this summer, loves horses, and is attending equestrian camp in Saratoga Springs with her Aunt Josie. As you can tell, I love being a grandmother!  
Best to everyone, from Mary Ellen and John
Jerry MacKay Family News

This isn’t exactly a family update, but I’ve applied for a Canadian Citizenship Certificate for myself, my Dad and my daughter Penelope. I’ve gotten some emails from family members about the process, so I wrote up a document with info about my process. My wife Beth thought the Courier might be a good place to publish it, so all of the MacKay’s who “woke up Canadian” can see how to apply if they want.
As many of you know, the MacKay clan is descended from Robert and Jane, who lived in  Canada. All ten of their children were born in Canada before moving to the United States. At that time, Canada did not have dual citizenship, so when the children became US citizens, they lost their Canadian citizenship.

As of December 15, 2025, a new law gave the ten children their Canadian citizenship back. Also, any of their descendants born before December 15, 2025 are also considered Canadian citizens, regardless of where they were born. As such, there’s a whole lot of MacKays who “woke up Canadian” on December 15, 2025!

Being Canadian is great, but you still have to prove it if you want the benefits of Canadian citizenship (passports, healthcare, love of curling, etc.). For that, you need to start with a Canadian Citizenship Certificate. My grandfather is Gerald Frederick MacKay, one of the ten original children. I went through the application process for myself, my father John, and my daughter Penelope. I wanted to share my experience with the process in case you’d like to apply.

You apply for citizenship through the IRCC at Canada.gov (Google search to find it). Most of the information I got about the process came from Reddit. Search on Reddit for “Canadian Citizenship by descent” to find very specific info about who is eligible and how to navigate the application process.

1. Collect your ancestor documentation 

The main thing you need is proof that your ancestor is Canadian, and for most of us, that means proving they were born in Canada. The gold standard of proof is a Canadian birth certificate, so start your search with that. The best sites to use for searching are ancestry.com and familysearch.org, which are both partnered with the Archives of Ontario. Family Search is free; Ancestry has a monthly fee if you need to do international searches (which you do).

I created a free account on Family Search and also paid for one month on Ancestry (about $20). Through a simple search, I was able to find a birth certificate, Canadian census records from the early 1900s, and some other interesting docs. After I downloaded all the documents I needed, I cancelled my paid Ancestry account .While searching on Ancestry, I also uncovered a marriage announcement and obituary (both saying my grandfather was born in Canada) through their “Newspapers by Ancestry” site. I got a free trial with the service so I could download these documents, then cancelled it.

Uncovering one document often leads to others. You can also search for other family members; they may link to other documents for your direct ancestor. And try variations on names…a nickname might lead you to a useful document.

And a note about birth certificates. Back in the day, families often did not have them. The one for my grandfather was created in Buffalo before he got married. This is what I tracked down at both Ancestry and Family Search, and the original is housed at the Archives of Ontario on microfilm.

I also got a death certificate from City Hall in Buffalo. It was a pain in the butt, and in hindsight I probably didn’t need it for the application. But if you can’t find a lot of other documents, it might be worth tracking down.

Gather all the documentation you can find and save the images for printing later. And make sure to save them as color documents (more on that later).

For extra authenticity, after I tracked down the birth certificate online, I used info from it to order a certified copy from the Archives of Ontario. It took over a month to get it, but I was able to update my application online when it arrived (more on that later as well). Cost was around $70 for two copies (you only need one…I got another as a backup).

If you can’t find an ancestor’s birth certificate, DON’T GIVE UP! People have gotten citizenship  certificates without it. Just collect as much info as you can.

2. Collect documentation and info for the applicants

Besides info about your original Canadian ancestor, you need documentation for everyone along the chain. This is to prove the line of descent from the Canadian ancestor down through the applicants.

For myself, my father, and my daughter, I collected the following (where applicable).

- Birth Certificate

- Driver’s License

- Passport

- Nexus card

- Height and eye color

- Info for parents and grandparents (e.g. date of birth, marriage info, date of death)

The birth certificates are key, since they show that my grandfather was my father’s parent, my father is my parent, and I am my daughter’s parent. If you don’t have one for someone, you’ll need another way to prove the line of descent. And even if you’re not applying for any of these people, you still need the documentation to prove the line of descent. I scanned all the documents and saved them in color on my computer.

3. Fill out your citizenship applications

Each applicant needs their own citizenship application (Form CIT 0001e). For us, that was one for my father, one for me, and one for my daughter. There’s also a documentation checklist (Form CIT 0014e) that you’ll need for each applicant. I also included a Use of a Representative form (Form IMM 5476e) for my father and daughter, since I filled out their forms. I don’t know that I actually needed the form for my daughter, but as far as I know it didn’t hurt.

You should also include a Cover Letter with basic info about what you’re applying for, who the applicants are, what the line of descent is, and a list of the documents you’ve sent. Reddit has some examples of this letter.

Be very careful with filling out the applications; they can be confusing. Definitely check out Reddit for in-depth info about filling out the documents; it was extremely helpful for me. You’ll also find PDF versions of the documents at the Canadian IRCC

website.

4. Get photos of each applicant

You need to include two passport-style photos of each applicant. There are specific requirements for size and appearance that you can find at the IRCC website.

Because I’m a filmmaker, I was able to make the photos myself. I printed them at Walgreens and cut them to size. If you’re not a photographer and/or don’t want the hassle, find a professional to take the photos. Be sure they know EXACTLY what Canada is looking for…these are different than a US Passport photo. There are horror stories on Reddit of applications sent back because the photos are wrong. Of all the steps of the application process, this was the most stressful for me. Fingers are crossed that I got everything right!

5. Pay online fees

When you know you’ve got all the documents and info you need, visit the IRCC website and pay your application fees. Because I was submitting three applications together in one package, I paid for three applications at once. When finished, I printed

out the receipt for the applications (you’ll need to include this in your shipment). The cost was $75 Canadian for each application.

6. Print and sign your documents

Once the documents are ready, print them all IN COLOR! Canada is very specific about this.

For many of the documents that are black and white, I made digital files that included a colored rectangle somewhere on them. This way, when I printed the documents, the rectangle would prove that it was a color print. You can also make a copy of a document that has a color sticky note on it.

Don’t forget to print the document checklist for each applicant. Use it to make sure you’ve got everything ready to ship. If you’re sending multiple applications in one package, you only need to send one copy of your ancestor’s documentation (e.g. birth certificate). Also, do NOT include any originals of important documents like birth certificates. Canada specifically says to only send copies.

Finally, everyone needs to sign their applications. I recommend signing in blue ink (we Canadians love our colour copies!)

7. Ship your applications

Collect all your documentation, letters, receipts and photos and pack them up. I had around sixty pages to ship, which all fit perfectly in a FedEx envelope.

DON’T FORGET CUSTOMS DOCUMENTATION! Even though it’s just documents, you need to include customs info so your package can cross the border. Tell the shipping company what you’re sending, and they’ll help you out (Fed Ex generated  a shipping invoice for me with multiple copies, which went with the package). Shipping cost was about $125. I sent it out Friday from Buffalo, and I got confirmation the following Monday that it was delivered in Nova Scotia. Whew!

8. Online confirmation

After about a month, I received several emails (one for each application) from the IRCC that they had  received the applications. The emails included a UCI (Unique Client Identifier) for each applicant. This info can be used to check the status of your application, or send updated information for an application. I sent our applications in before I received a certified copy of my grandfather’s birth certificate. I was able to use the UCIs to upload a digital copy of it and update our applications. I received confirmation from the IRCC that they received the updated birth certificate. This sped up the application process (so I didn’t need to wait for the certified copy before submitting our applications).

9. Be patient

I submitted our applications in early March of 2026. As of early June, my estimated wait time is six months. They got a LOT of applications at the beginning of the year when the law changed, so it might be awhile for new applications. It seems like the initial crush of applications is over, so I don’t think the wait will be years if you apply now.

Finally, a short FAQ…

Should I get an immigration lawyer for this?

The lawyer will charge you thousands just to fill out paperwork and mail your applications. For regular applications, they also can’t jump the line. Whether you get a lawyer or not, most of the work involves tracking down all the documentation you need,and YOU have to do that. If you need help tracking something down, a lawyer with a private investigator can help (for even more money. I spoke with an immigration lawyer early this year, and to be honest, they didn’t seem to know much a about this new law (it’s new for everyone). It’s been a few months now, so they might be more up to speed on things.

If you are eligible to apply for citizenship by descent, you absolutely can do it on your own. A lawyer would have cost me thousands of dollars. The total cost to do it myself for three people was less than $500. With all that said, filling out the applications was pretty stressful, and my fingers are crossed that I didn’t make any mistakes. So if you have the money and could use the help, it could be worth it.

Can’t I apply online?

If you are a first-generation descendant of the original Canadian, you can apply online. Anyone after that has to apply by mail. My father John could have applied online. Because I submitted three applications together, we had to do it by mail. This sounds incredibly complicated.

Remember all those tests we took in high school, where half the battle was carefully reading the questions and putting your name on it? That was training for this very moment.

Take your time, read the instructions, fill out the checklists, and be patient. You can do this! (or just throw money at it and get a lawyer)

Conclusion

I will keep the family updated on my progress. If you have any questions, DEFINITELY check the Reddit (sorry for being a broken record). It will have the most up-to-date info about applying, and some of my info here might be outdated.

Feel free to email me if you have any questions I might be able to answer. Bonne chance!

Jerry MacKay, jerry@littleflick.com

	
	


Ken MacKay Family News
Dear Family,

As I look to recap the year, I’m preparing for a girls’ whirlwind trip to Edinburgh, Scotland starting July 4 th when we land in Scotland. I’m bringing daughter Emily and her 9-year old daughter Thea, and daughter-in-law Jill and her 9-month old daughter Maggie. We are already signed up for ‘Afternoon Tea’ and ‘Castel Tours’. Parker and his girlfriend, Meg, will arrive the day before; as Ken and ten UB Architecture students will have. Parker and Meg plan to spin off after a few days for a two-week tour around Scotland of their own scheduling. The girls and I will return to the states in time for Stuart’s  birthday on July 9. Ken will remain with his students

continuing their summer study course, returning July 19th . Phew….

Ken and I continue to work. Ken, always busy in his role within the Architecture Department, has embraced and been invigorated teaching the incoming Freshmen students in the fall. I actually think he is using the course to develop his stand-up comedy routine. The incoming class is around 200 plus students. Interesting aside – the newly appointed president of UB is an alumna of Mt. St. Mary’s HS, our daughter Emily’s graduating high school.

I have been described as calmly swimming in the pond but furiously paddling under the water! I think this is compliment…lol. The construction company continues to grow in leaps and bounds with new opportunities. One of my current projects is with the Army Corp of Engineers at the Mt. Morris Dam – amazing structure.

Wishing safe travels and good health to all!

Love,

The Kenneth S. MacKay Family
Michael Martineck Family News
Sarah, Michael, Nina and Max Martineck are fine. Everyone is healthy, productive and largely unchanged from last year, which is pretty cool when you think about it. Nina is two-thirds an architect, having passed four of her six exams (on the first try, I might add), Max successfully finished his sophomore year at Lemoyne with a spectacular concert in which he both played the bass and sang. His reward? Summer work at a title office. Ha. Sarah continues to travel (thought thankfully a little less), but it’s been mostly to Miami, so that’s not terrible. Me? I just finished my first full semester teaching at SUNY Niagara Culinary. Yes, I teach English at a cooking school, which is like being a martial arts instructor at a convent, but the snacks are great and my béchamel has improved.

Jeff Geist Family News
Hello from the Caldwell Idaho clan. We hope your families are doing well.

As usual, we are always busy with house projects, rentals, babysitting Rosalie (our Grandbaby), and visiting family in Twin Falls. We love being grandparents.

Our summer is going to be busy with family weddings and a visit to Janice’s family in Nebraska. We still make it to Arizona a few times each winter.

We spend time in Twin Falls from Thursday through Saturday, to visit Harry, Dorothy, and Nikki’s family, and we sometimes get to see Karen too. Harry is doing well. He walks every day and always has a story about someone he has met along the way. We visit Mom in the Memory care facility and she is doing about the same. 

Ashley is working part time so she can spend the rest of her time with Rosalie. Her husband, John, works full time for the state of Idaho. We feel lucky to have such a wonderful son-in-law.

Ryan and his girlfriend, Hailey, both graduated on June 14 this year. Ryan finished his dermatology residency and is going to Detroit, Michigan, for a one-year fellowship in MOHS surgery. Hailey completed her family practice residency and will start a job in the Boise area in October.

We look forward to hearing all the news from the family. 

Take care.

Jeff and Janice Geist

	
	


Kiebzak Family News
Hello everyone!

We are currently on the cusp of summer vacation after wrapping another full and fun year of school! Below are updates for our family:

Lily turned 4 and had a great year in PreK 4 at St. Greg's - this was her first year in a full-day school program and she adjusted well to the change and loved her teachers and her friends. She finished the year with an adorable graduation and we are all looking forward to her joining Thea at Hoover for kindergarten in the fall. This will be the only year that they will be in the same school and on the same schedule! Lily was active outside of school as well - she took a dance class with her cousin, Colin, and they made their stage debut together to "Singin' in the Rain". She also tried out soccer with Granddad with some mixed results (usually due to whether or not she needed a snack!).

Eight has been great for Thea! She has flourished in third grade and enjoyed being a part of many special activities like the 3rd grade recorder concert, a narrator in the school's flag day play, being a part of the Gifted & Talented program, and lots of plotting and scheming with her friends. In December, Thea took part in the American Academy of Ballet's annual production of the Nutcracker and in the process absolutely fell in love with ballet. Because of this, we made the decision for her to move dance studios mid-year and she began taking classes at AAB in the fall - we just enjoyed her beautiful end of year recital and there is already talk of which Nutcracker parts she hopes to be cast in this year (and a possibility of little sister tagging along, too!). We are now gearing up for a summer full of tennis, swim, and dance lessons and lots of mommy time.

Emily finished her third year teaching at St. Greg's and her second year teaching the Early Kindergarten class. With only 12 students this year, it was a nice break from the very full class of the year previous. In February, Emily rolled out a new after school program for the early childhood program called "Messy Play" that centered on immersive process art and sensory-based play experiences for our youngest students. It was a hit and plans are already in motion for running a short summer session along with more after school classes in the fall. She is very much looking forward to starting summer with a "girls' trip" to Edinburgh, Scotland that includes Thea, Gummy, Aunt Jill, and baby Maggie.

Mike continues to work at ACV and is our calm and steady force at home for all of the craziness and chaos the girls bring each day when their feet hit the floor in the morning. He is still working on perfecting his hairstyling and ponytail skills but has mastered packing a perfect school lunch.

We are looking forward to seeing everyone in August!

Mike, Emily, Thea and Lily
	
	


Don Martineck Family
We are all doing well in our little Newfane community. Terri is finally adjusting to retirement life after more than a year. She can actually sleep in past 6:30am. Paul is still working from home for AAA and is doing very well. They keep giving him extra jobs to do and are quite pleased with the results. I on the other hand am still not working. ( LOL) Earlier this year I had a spinal cord stimulator implant put in my back to try and help the back pain I have had for years. It seems to help some but nothing is perfect. Last fall Terri & I took a week long trip Mystic Conn. We took time to visit the aquarium and some of the costal sights and spent some time at Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun Casinos. In May we took a bucket list trip to Hawaii. We stayed at a beautiful hotel in Honolulu with an ocean view room. I think I was expecting peace & tranquility but found the hustle & bustle of a big city. The 9 hour island tour we took was very good and we saw a lot of local attractions. The Pearl Harbor tour was very somber and a must see. The biggest downside was the air travel time. All in all, life is good with us. Looking forward to seeing all of you at the reunion.
	
	


Greg Sutton News
It’s been an unusually quiet year.  No job changes, no moves, little reason to watch last year’s NFL playoffs, and not much travel other than the normal Sarasota getaways and a trip to Sedona to celebrate Jordan’s 40th.  I’ll take it. 

Jordan did get through all the hoops and hurdles to register the foundation associated with her coffee company, Thin Brew Line Foundation, which will fund upgrades and renovations for breakrooms at police, fire, and EMS departments who don’t have the budget to do so themselves.

We look forward to seeing everyone in August
Nau Family News
Another busy year here in Rochester. We belong to a small group of bicycle rider travelers from across the US named The Porcupine Peddlers, after an inside joke about someone mistaking a squirrel for a porcupine. We met up last late August in Montreal for a couple of days of seeing the sights there, then bussed north thru the Laurentien Mountains of Quebec to bike the P’tit Train Du Nord rail trail back from Mont Laurier, through Mont Tremblant, to St Jerome.

In November, we and our daughters and their spouses all met up at daughter Julia and husband Anthony’s home in Minneapolis for a great thanksgiving weekend. It was great to see all the sights in Minneapolis, especially the old Gold Metal flour mill museum and the Minnesota History Museum. Lisa and Kristen especially liked the Mall of America and the Ikea store. It was the first visit there for them.

Then, come January, we took a two week trip to see some parts of Italy that we had previously missed, including Rome, Naples, Pozzuoli, Herculanum, Sorrento, Salerno, Pompeii, Florence,

and Siena. An extraordinary time was had, full of great people, fantastic food, and incredible culture, and amazing history. Did I mention the most beautiful art everywhere? We sailed on a small ship that took us up and down the Amalfi coast, before bussing up to Tuscany. John got to perform nightly on the boat with the house keyboardist.

Early May found us traveling to NYC for the wedding of a friend’s daughter, as well as the excitement of joining two friends from Brooklyn to ride in the annual Five Boro Bike Tour. 32,000 riders take part in this fun event, starting in lower Manhattan, and riding first north up 6th Ave. and through Central Park and Harlem, crossing the Triborough bridge into the Bronx, back to Manhattan, then over the Queensboro bridge and north to Astoria Park. Then it’s straight south through Queens and Brooklyn, finally crossing the Verrazano Narrows bridge into Staten Island. Not sure if this a one and done or a repeating thing, but we loved the fun and seeing so many parts of NYC.

John’s band, Piranha Loco, finished a 19 song album called “Something Fishy Going On” released on all streaming platforms late last December. In late May, the band performed at a very successful album release party, featuring special guest Katy Eberts, who had suffered a broken back three years prior, but had recovered enough to add keyboards to our album and join us to raise a large amount of money for spinal injury victims through an organization named Endless Highway. John is also still working hard at his amplifier building business Nau Engineering.

Marjie continued her volunteering with the AARP TaxAide program and being a reading buddy with a city school 2nd grader. She is also loving pickleball, biking, hiking and other activities.

In her quest to challenge her mind and body, last August she participated in a Learn to Row program in a 8 person scull complete with a coxswain on the Erie Canal in Brockport. She has the certificate to prove she is no longer a beginner rower and has continued the sessions this spring.

In July, we will again be joining the Porcupine Peddlers for some biking day trips in the Traverse

City, Michigan area. 
Dusher Family News

The Dushers have had another great school year. Gavin finished 7th grade while Tori finished 6th . That means by the time you read this, he will officially be moving on to high school (I promised myself I wouldn’t cry). As promised last courier, we got through some home updates since then. We got our front porch extended, installed railings, installed a fence around our back and side yard, remodeled our kitchen, and added a shower to our first floor bathroom. The sacrifice last year to save and not do a big vacation paid off! Paid off figuratively I guess, because the bills are not paid off yet.

In Jeremy and Christine news, we are still working, but one year closer to retirement if that is still a thing. Jeremy had a great first year at the Buffalo Museum of Science and was promoted to Vice President of Operations. Christine is finishing up her fifth year with the YMCA, although she is prepared to be a full-time stay at home dog mom whenever Jeremy accepts the offer. We celebrated our 16th year of marital bliss by attending multiple shows of Peter Pan Jr the musical, which starred Gavin as Mr.Darling and Tori as a pirate and part of the ensemble. We also took advantage of the Sarra’s Air BNB by visiting Venice FL for a week  and then staying at their home in Amherst for 3 weeks while the work on our kitchen and bath took place. Thanks mom and dad!

Gavin is still into baseball, taekwondo, and video games. He made the school modified baseball team this year and had a great season. He also joined the demo team at taekwondo that performs

choreographed routines at the belt rank ceremonies. Gavin has decided this would be his last year playing violin, but still really enjoys singing in chorus, was selected for all county chorus again, and took part in the NYSSMA solo festival for the second year in a row. He will also be attending a short theater camp again this summer but this time with Tori too and we are very excited to see their production.
Victoria earned her second degree black belt in taekwondo this past fall and finished another year of dance. However, she was invited to join her studio’s new local competition team which performed well at two competitions in the spring, and she also performed in five dance routines at her end of year recital at Art Park. Tori once again played softball but now at the junior level on the Fighting Irish. She also had a great year playing the clarinet, where she joined an invitation only jazz band, and singing in chorus where she had a small solo in the spring chorus concert. She joined Gavin and performed for the first time at the NYSSMA solo  festival and did very well.

In pet related news, most of you met our dog Piper last summer. She is cute, stubborn, and thinks she

runs the house, so she fits in perfectly with all of us. She is getting good at following simple commands,

when she feels like it, and loves being outside but is still very shy around people and other dogs.
Debbie MacKay Weaver News

Another exciting year for our family. I became a grandma on 10/4/25, Chase Cameron Bouchard. Been enjoying babysitting and spending time with him. He’s just so precious!

We continue to work hard at our Furniture store in Lockport. 

As summer is approaching, we will be spending time on our boat, listening to live bands and enjoy eating outside at our favorite restaurants in Wilson. So happy we decided to make our home here.

Hope all is well with everyone.

Lisa Nau MacKay News

The Mrs. MacKays have stayed busy since the last reunion! Travels included a spontaneous Disney cruise to the Bahamas in October and a trek to Minneapolis with John and Marjie to visit Julia and Anthony in November. Kristen’s work in public health with the University of Rochester took her to Albuquerque, Washington D.C, New Jersey, and Chicago. Lisa kept busy tackling indoor house projects over the winter and many landscaping makeovers (with plenty of help from Marjie) since the weather has warmed. Lisa has also been delighted to be a substitute nanny for Ollie, Archie, and Maggie (Jill and Stuart's children). Millie the cat turned 16 and has had a few health hiccups but is doing okay. Kristen continued doing costume design work for a local professional theatre, which this season included a fun new challenge: costuming a brand-new, never-before-staged world premiere of a musical called The Sound. Audiences loved it, and fingers are crossed that it has a future beyond Rochester. After such a big undertaking, Kristen is happy to have some time off from costuming and plans to soak up the sun with Lisa this summer. We’re looking forward to taking a Disney cruise with Dave and Eileen in February 2027, continuing to make improvements to our home, and of course spending plenty of time with friends and family. 
Kristen and Lisa MacKay
Lawrence Family News
We are doing well still enjoying retired life, spending a lot of time with nieces Thea and Lily. Watching them grow has been a joy. In April we took their family to the Great Wolf Lodge in Niagara Falls, ONT. In May we attended the Nascar races at Watkins Glen, with the rainy Spring we have it was quite muddy but the races were good. As we’ve done every winter since retiring, we spent about 10 weeks in Florida. This year we moved around quite a bit spending time with the McCarthy’s and took a week long Western Caribbean cruise with Danny and Lori. Most of the time we stay in and around Disney World meeting up with friends and participating in two of the RunDisney race weekends. When we are home Eileen takes fitness classes at the Ken-Ton Y while

Dave usually works out from home either running or cross training. See you all at the reunion!
Stuart MacKay News
Hello MacKay Family! This year has been one for the books for this particular branch of MacKays! On September 7th we welcomed Margaret Anne MacKay into the world! At a whopping 5lbs and 14oz, this girl took us all by surprise with her unexpected and dramatic entrance. Though her first few minutes and days  earth side were *exciting,* we were once again reminded of the beauty of family and friends. We were so supported by our “clan” who wrapped their arms around us as we settled into our new normal. 

Since coming home, Maggie has been the greatest addition to our wild family. She is adorable, smiley, has an infectious laugh, and a sense of curiosity that is already getting her into trouble! She just wants to keep up with her big bros! We cannot wait to see her continue to blossom.

This year saw Archie and Ollie turn 3, become big brothers, and keep growing into really cool kids.  The boys have taken their new roles as big brothers in stride, each finding their own way to connect with and love on Maggie! It is also true that being three is the equivalent to being a “threenager,” so if you see two identical goobers and two identical meltdowns at the reunion… no you don’t! The boys are also taking after Uncle Parker and Grandad and started soccer this spring! Maybe the boys will be ready for some Kid Games this year! 

Stuart is still at Trillium Health and working as a physician. He also works for another medical company part time at night and had enjoyed this avenue for honing his skills. Jill will be transferring positions to the middle school this year and is beyond excited for everything except being surrounded by middle school hygiene. 

We are looking forward to seeing and catching up with everyone soon! 


Stuart, Jill, Ollie, Archie, and Maggie 

Scott Martineck News
Scott and Dani Martineck are still located in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, just four stops from Coney Island. (Our mayor Muslim, our bagel Jewish, we’re still alive, Knicks in five!) 

This has been a busy and exciting year for Scott and Dani, with some notable events still to come before the year ends. For the past three years Scott has been working towards a BFA in Digital Photography from ASU Online. With only three classes left to complete, he is on schedule to graduate in December. He is excited to be reaching the end, but will also miss school (which is not something he would have ever thought possible). He recently also sold a print of one of his photos for the first time, which was a thrilling experience!

Dani started the year with a big life change. In February, shortly before their 39th birthday, Dani received gender affirming top surgery. It was a relatively easy process (or Dani just made it look that way), and we were surrounded by a huge network of friends and family who supported us through recovery. Dani’s book narration gigs have also really taken off! As of July, they have recorded more books this year already than any previous year (and the offers keep coming). In addition to this, their second short film is being prepped to shoot in mid July. This time they’re working with an independent production company to do some of the heavy lifting, so Dani can just focus on writing and acting. 

While we can’t make it to the reunion this year, we’ll be thinking of everyone, and hope to make it next time around.
Russell Family News

Well, another year went by, and another year Kelly didn't provide a Clan Courier update.  So here goes my attempt at doing this for a first time on behalf of the Russell family.  So, starting with Kelly, she continues to kick ass as the Chief People Officer at Cloudflare where she has now worked for the past year and half.  Kelly travels quite often for work going to all the different offices around the world, including London, Lisbon, Austin, San Francisco, New York City, and currently leaving Tokyo as I write this for Bengaluru, India (I may have missed a few other places).  When she is home, she makes sure every free moment of her day is spending time with our 2 sons, Zach and Shane.  The problem is they are never around since both drive and have a lot of friends that keep them busy.  The other problem is Zach has graduated from High School and is off to Indiana University following my (Pete) footsteps as a proud Hoosier Alumni.  Kelly is beside herself knowing he is off to college in August.  Shane continues to develop as a golfer and will be a junior in high school this August.  I continue to try and hold the fort down with everything going on, but I still get to enjoy some golf with friends and family.  So, there you have it, my first and hopefully last Clan Courier update!  
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